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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

To the Editor—Sir, I feel myself bound by the 
Sacred writings, to disbelieve your doctrine of un- 
conditional salvation. Were those promises of sal- 
vation which you generally select from the Sacred 
Volume, viz. Ephesians ii. 8, 9,10. 2Tim. i. 9-10. 
Titus iii. 5. Rom. xi. 6. Acts iv. 12. 1 John v. 
10,11. Ephes. i. 35, Xe. 1 Cor. xv. 22. 42, 43, 44. 
Hebrews viii. 10,11, 12. Luke iii. 6. Psa. xxii. 27. 
and Psa. Ixxxvi. 9. [ say, were those promises un- 
conditionally made to all mankind, then would I 
joyfully embrace your plan of finished salvation. 
But I find the Sacred penman solemnly and point- 
edly declare they are not. I could wish, with all my 
heart, Sir, that your doctrine were, and if so, that I 
firmly believed it; then should Ibe delivered from 
manv painful and distressing fears about my eter- 
nal all, lest L should be so unfaithful as to miss of 
heaven at last. For I find that the sacred writings 
declare the promise of salvation in an hereafter 
state, to none but the “ faithful until death.” © Be 
thou faithtul until death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life.” “He that shall endure to the end, 
the same shall be saved.” “Not every one that 
saith unto me, Lord, Lord! shall enter the kingdom 
of heaven, but he that doth the will of my Father 
which is inheaven.” From these three passages of 
Holy Writ, Sir, it is evident, that none will be saved 
inan hereafter state, but the doers of God’s holy 
will faithfully until death. Well, Sir, if none but 
the faithful doers of God’s will until death, can be 
saved, what will become of all the unfaithful doers 
not of his will until death? I think, Sir, that the 
truth of God will constrain you to answer, in the 
language of scripture, and say, that the unfaithful 
doers not of God’s will until death, “ Shall be pun- 
ished with everlasting destruction from the presence 
ofthe Lord, and the glory of his power.” “ The 
smoke of whose torments ascendeth up for ever 
and ever.” 

Now, dear Sir, if you can prove from, or by the 
sacred writings, that all the unfaithful doers not of 
(iod’s will until death, will be saved, as well as the 
faithful doers until the end, or death: Or if you 
can prove, by Divine authority, that all will be 
faithful doers of God’s holy will until death, then I 
shall believe that all mankind will be saved after 
death. 

Holy writ binds me to believe that God desires 
the endless salvation of all, and that he hath power 
in himself, as in store, sufficient to save all, and had 
he not circumscribed his power by his immutable 
word, from saving all the unfaithful doers not of 


all will be endlessly saved. But as this circum- 
scription of God’s power is abundantly and evi- 
dently declared in the sacred writings, therefore I 
cannot believe all will be saved, unless you can give 
me convincing proof, from Divine authority, that 
all will be faithful doers of God’s will until death ; 
or prove that he will save the unfaithful, &e. 

It is plain and evident, from the holy Scriptures, 
as well as from reason and the nature of things, that 
God hath commanded his creature man, a work of 
obedience to do, asa condition (not merit) relative 
to man’s salvation, and if man will perform this 
work, faithfully until death, God hath promised to 
save man. But, if man will not obey God; if man 
lives in disobedience to his divine commands until 
death, God hath declared that man shall be damned ; 
by which declaration he circumscribes his power, 
his immutable word, trom saving all the disobe- 
dient until death. In reference to which, I will 
only quote one passage of holy writ. “He that be- 
lieveth and is baptized, the same shall be saved, 
and he that believeth not shall be damned ;” that is, 
taking this passage and the one before mentioned, 
viz. “ Be thou faithful until death, and T will give 
thee a crown of life,” together, and then they imply, 
that he that believeth and is baptized, and continu- 
eth faithful until death, the same shall be saved, 
and he that believeth not, and continueth unfaithful 
until death, shall be damned. By which we may see 
that God delegates power to his creature man, asa 
Sree agent, to circumscribe or uncircumscribe the 
power of God before death, in a day of probation, 
relative to the endless destruction, or salvation of 
the soul of man. The believer may hinder God’s 
power from saving him, by becoming an unbeliever ; 
and the unbeliever may uncircumscribe God’s power 
to the salvation of his soul, by becoming a believer 
before death. But, remember that belief implies 
the doing of all the works of obedience that God 
requires; for all beliefs that do not produce works 
of obedience to God, are dead beliefs, and cannot 
profit nor save, saith the Scriptures, James ii. 14. 
17, 20. 24. 26. I conclude by subscribing myself 
your INQUIRING FRIEND. 

REMARKS. 

Our correspondent is entitled to our thanks for 
his candour. We are mutually interested in the 
inquiry which is the subject of the communication. 
With a view, therefore, to an undisguised expres- 
sion of our sentiments, a faithful exhibition of testi- 
mony, and an honest estimate of aigument, we shall 
be plain and pointed, trusting that our correspond- 
ent is a man of too much candour and good sense 
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Que correspondent, 
we shall call a friend, * feels himself bound by 


sacred writings to disbelieve our doctrine of uncon- 


ditional salvation.” He refers to a number of pas 


sages, and says, “ Were these promises uncondi 
tionally made to all mankind, then | would joyful- 
But | 
find the Sacred penman solemnly and pointedly 


ly enorace your plan of finished salvation. 


declare that they are nol.” 


ly admitted that these promises are “ uncondition- 


ally made” Yo 


to a purt, or some of mankind. 


have not assigned any reason, nor produced any 
Neither 
have you produced the “ solemn and pointed decla- 


Scripture to authorize this partiality. 


rations that the promises are not to all,” which you 
You, there- 


aver are contained in the Seriptures. 
fore, are very deficient in these particulars. 


You also confess, that your present faith is patn- 
ful and distressing. This proves you to be an un- 


believer of God’s promises. 
who have believed do enter into rest.” 
promises, therefore, cannot be believed, 
producing rest. Again; we read, 
end of your faith, the salvation of souls.” 
object of your faith, include. 


end of your faith? Aus. 


distressing fears.” 


own destruction.” 


You do not believe God’s promises of mercy are to 


and for all mankind, without money, and without 
price ; therefore, you have “ painful and distressing 
Alas! for you, Sir, your “ broken cistern 


” 
water, 


fears.” 
can hold no Vou have “ committed two 
First, You have forsaken God, a Fountain 
water. Second, You have substituted in 
the stead of this inexhaustible Fountain, a little 
broken cistern of your own hewing. Sir, your fears 
are proper and authorized. With you, it is all J, 
* lest Ishould be so unfaithful.” Are God’s promis- 
es predicated upon your faithfulness? If your 
broken cistern leaks, is that an evidence that God’s 
Fountain is empty? Sir, you must awake—rouse 
But this is Christ’s of- 
Will you do the Saviour’s work ? Can you 
* open the blind eyes ? Bring out the prisoners from 
the prison: them that sit in darkness out of the 
prison house ?” In a word, Can you make your cis- 
ter, (ight? Are Goud’s promises conditional, that 
your cistern shall hold water ? 

You, Sir, say, “I find that the sacred writings de- 
clare the promise of salvation in an hereafter state, 
to none but the faithful until death.” This a broad 
assertion ; let us examine it. You have referred to 
twelve passages, in your first paragraph. We ask, Do 
these passages declare that the promises contained 
in them are limited to “ the faithful until death ?” 
No. Sir, it is sufficient to say, that when you ex- 
amine Ephes. i. you will discover that Paul predi- 
cated his hopes of salvation on the fact that he was 
“ predestinated according to the purpose of him 


evils.” 
of living 


yourself—open your eyes. 
fice. 
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who, for the sake of brevity 
the 


Sir, you have indirect- 


An apostle says, “ We 

God’s 
without 
* Receive the 
How 
many ? As inany as God’s promises, which are the 
But you, Sir, what 
have you received ? What have you found to be the 
Not the salvation ot 
souls, noreven of your own soul ; but * painful and 
Sir, you are of the number ot 
those spoxen of, who “ wrest the Scriptures to their 


Here is cause and consequence. 
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who worketh all things [not a part,] after the cox, 
sel of his own will.” 


You will learn what Gov. 
purpose and will is, by consulting the 9th and 10,) 
verses of this chapter; and 1 Tim. ii. 4. 

It is true, that we read, “ Be thon faithfal upp 
death, and I will give you a crown of life.” By 
Sir, we nowhere read, “ If you are not faithful uy 


til death, I will make vou endlessly miserah{..” 
Men are exhorted to steadfastness, are encor: ved 
by assurances of good. Your quotation, “ He pyar 


+] shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved» 
refers exelusively to the destruction of Jerusaten - 


and the salvation, a deliverance from the sieve : 


+ as 
the connexion abundantly proves. Sir, we believe. 
and teach, that those only “enter the kingdom oj 
heaven,” who do the will of God. You may leary 
what his will is, by referring to the passages above 
You ask, “ What will become of the 
unfaithful doers of God's will?” Who are they? 
We read, (Jere. iv, 22.) “ For my people lyes, on 
people,| is foolish, they have not known me ; they 
are gottish children, and they have none understand- 
ing: they are wise to do evil, but to do good they 
have no knowledge.” What will you do with these 
sottish children? They have no knowledge. Thes 
are unjust and wicked. Damn them for eve; 
That will not make them wise, nor good. Save 
How? This is the question. Read this- 
“ By his knowledge shall my righteous servant jus 
tify many, for he shall bear their unquities.” (Bear 
Sir, you labour under 


inentioned. 


them. 


them away.) a great mistak 
You consider that the 
Alas! 


need salvation, if you are correet. 


wise and good only will li 
for the tenoran? and the evil, who 
Alas! for God’: 
It is the unjust whom Christ shall jnstity 


saved. 


people. 
He came, “ not to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance.” He “The whole need not » 
physician, but those that are sick.” Sir, the un 
faithful shall be made faithful. The sick shall b 
made whole. 

You, Sir, wish, with all your heart, that our di 
trine were true, and that you believed it, for ther 


Says, 


you would be delivered from painful and distressinz 
fears. Well, we read, “ The truth shall make you 
aah But, alas! for you, Sir, you do not behieve 
the truth, and slavery is the consequence. You 
confess that you are bound to believe that 
God desires the salvation of al/. Sir, God will 
not be disappointed. Christ will “ see of the tra- 
vail of his soul and be satisfied.” If Christ desires 
what God desires, and what you wish, all will be 
well. Sir, Christ has given evidence of love and 
benevolence greater than yours. It will require as 
much to satisfy him, as to satiate your wishes. 

Sir, we tell you, that you, on your own confes- 
sion, are an “ unfaithful doer of God’s will.” You are 
punished with destruction from his presence, which 
is life, and from the glory of his power, whiel) is 
salvation. Whether it will be age-lasting, as was 
the case with the unbelieving Jews, God only knows. 
In reply to your second paragraph, we declare, 
that the unfaithful are not saved as the faithful are 
saved. You are an evidence of this. You are trou- 





bled. You prefer darkness, uncertainty, to light, 0 
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sestainty. Your are condemned already. All are not 
faithiul doers, &c. until death. But, *“* All the ends 
of the world shall remember and turn unto the 
Lord.” Read Ezek. xxxvii. You believe that fu- 
ture glory depends upon man’s present perform- 
ces. We say, “For other foundation can no 
man lay than that ts laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 
i Corinthians iii. 11.) [s our foundation good? = It 
is Jesus Christ. When he is satisfied in the quan- 
tum of human happiness, we shall be. “ We know 
him, and the power of his resurrection,” &c. We 
ask me more. 

in your third paragraph you assert your belief 
that God has power sufficient to save all. Strange 
to relate, you then add, “ Had he not circumscribed 
pis power, by his immutable word from saving all,” 
ke. “LT should believe with you, that all will be 
endlessly saved.” Can it be possible that God’s 
word lumits his power? Can God be almighty, if 
his word asserts the contrary 2? Can his word assert 
the contrary, ff he is almighty in power? Sir, we 
have your word for this; not God's word. [n your 
jast paragraph you declare that man, the unbeliever, 
or the believer, to use your mode of expression, 
can “uncireumseribe, or circumscribe God's power,” 
ke. Sir, this may be the case with your God; but 
the rue God says, “My counsel shall stand, and I 
will do all my pleasure.” (Isa. xlvi. 10.) We also 
read, “ All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed 
as nothing ; and he doth according to his will [not 
man’s} inthe army of heaven, and among the in- 
habitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, 
orsay unto him, What doest thou ?” (Dan. vi. 35.) 
It would be superfluous to adduce more testimony 
to disprove your hypothesis. 

You assert in your last paragraph, that man must 
doso and so, &e. as a condition, &c. You declare 
this to be plain and evident from reason and Serip- 
ture, as well as the nature of things. You quote 
one passage to prove this, with your addition that 
the salvation is in an hereafter state. Namely, “He 
that believeth, and is baptized, shall be saved ; and 
he that believeth not shall be damned.” This you 
assnciate with your former quotation, “Be thou 
faithful,” &e. Sir, you take things for granted. 
You prove nothing. Now we deny that any man 
ever was or ever will be damned, according to your 
conjecture. You add, “ Remember, that belief implies 
the doing of all the works of obedience.” We do 
not remember this. We remember this—* By grace 
are ye saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves, 
il is the gift of God. Not of works, lest any man 
should boast.” (Ephes. ii. 8, 9.) Sir, we entreat you 
to read your Bible with attention, and to remember 
that the English word damnation, which has a ter- 
rific and appalling definition, and the original word 
rendered damnation, are two. The unbeliever, Sir, is 
condemned, [is unjust in the sight of God,} and so 
ae all men, as Paul abundantly proves, Rom. iii. 
But man is saved from cofidemnation by the faith 
of Christ. Strange as it may appear to you, Sir, 
* God hath concluded all in unbelief, [condemna- 
tions) that he might have mercy upon all.” (Rom. 
Xl.) Speaking after the manner of men, “ we have 





sorrow in our heart,” for this unbeliet. But we re- 
joice, that, however great may be the present griev- 
ousness, there will be anexceeding great glory for ail. 
— 
THE SECKET OUT! 

We invite our readers to the perusal of the fol- 
lowing piece taken from an orthodox print. Here 
is a picture of the Hindoo priesthood, drawn by an 
Englishman, which will equally apply to the * stall- 
ed theology” of his own country. 

If the English, who own the country, are foiled 
in their missionary exertions, by what miserable in- 
tatuation are the Americans induced to persevere ? 

Plain Truth. 
FROM THE BOSTON RECORDER. 
DIFFICULTIES OF CHRISTIANIZING 
THE HINDOOS. 
From Mr. Perowne, Missionary, to the London 
Church Missionary Society. 

The more clever ot the Hindoos are very fond of 
discussing metaphysical questions. Where is much 
subtility in their reasoning ; and, as they argue 
from premises which are either false or ean- 
not be proved to be true, of course their conclu- 
sions are of no value. The Brahmins are very 


comes evil ?” “ Why did God give Satan the power 
of sinning?” “ How do you account for dreams ?” 
“Ts not all spirit one 2?” “ Where was the soul of 
man previous to his birth?” and a thousand such 
questions. A Missionary is often compelled to en- 
ter on the discussion of subjects of this nature, 
though in so doing, he must feel that he is off his 
proper ground, I say compeL.en: for, if he re- 
fuses to give an answer, they conclude that he is 
unable, and treat him with SCORN, AND RE- 
FUSE TO HEAR HIM. Such unprofitable and 
vain discussions should always be avoided, where it 
is possible ; and the saine subject should never be 
entered upon a second time with the same person. 
It is the object of SATAN to prevent our preach- 
ing the Saviour, and it should be ours, to preach or 
converse about nothing else. 

It is, however, sometimes necessary to enter on 
the question, “ Whence comes evil ?’—DIFFI- 
CULT AS IT IS: for it is the great misery of this 
people, that while they give themselves up to every 
species of crime, they charge the whole with 
SHOCKING BLASPHEMY, UPON GOD! If 
a man commits any sin, he blames his fate ; and in 
effect tells you, that he was compelled to act as he 
did. They believe that the actions, whether good 
or evil, of every man, with all the events of his life, 
ARE ORDAINED of God, and/written invisibly 
in every individual's forehead, soon after his birth : 
hence the custom of preparing pen, ink, &c. in the 
room, on the first or second evening after the child 
is born: hence too, the word “ copal,” forehead, ts 
used for destiny or fate. Ina word, by confounding 
moral and natural evil, they make God the author 
of both ; thus destroying at once all human respon- 
sibility. It will easily be conceived, how difficult it 
is, under such circumstances, to convince a man of 





sin. Had not the Saviour promised an Almighty 


tond of asking questions of this nature: “* Whence ‘ 
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energy for this purpose, | should SIT DOWN IN 
DESPAIR. 

From principles so false and corrupt as those of 
the Hindoos, you will easily conceive that no good 
fruits can be produced. Indeed, it is scarcely possi- 
ble for a person in England to form an adequate 
idea of the moral degradation every where evident 
in this country. Such is the depravity in which the 
people are sunk, that it is almost impossible not to 
exercise wrong feelings towards them. Patience is 
absolutely necessary for a missionary in India. 
Here we have need to bear with an unruffled tem- 
per, and almost without seeming to feel, the most 
glaring falsehoods, the most foolish and childish as- 
sertions and reasoning, the most unjust conduct, 
and the most blasphemous expressions; for, if you 
manifest but such ZEAL AND WARMTH as are 
perfectly consistent with Christian feelings and 
principles, they immediately accuse you of BEING 
ANGRY, and tauntingly tell you, that Christians, 
so far from betraying anger, ought, when SMIT- 
TEN ON ONE CHEEK, TO TURN THE 
OTHER. 

While, however, from the insensibility and im- 
moral conduct of the Natives, the mind of the Eu- 
ropean is likely to be filled with disgust, their igno- 
rance and servility, on the other hand, tend to en- 
gender a feeling of SUPERIORITY very unbe- 
coming the Christian character. Humility, pa- 
tience, and love, joined to perseverance and faith, 
are what all tissionaries, especially those intended 
for India, should particularly pray for. 

As my acquaintance with the natives enlarges, I 
am inereasingly convinced that THERE IS 
SCARCELY ONE WHO HAS THE LEAST 
PRETENSION TO ANY RELIGIOUS CON- 
CERN. If you propose any thing to a man, his 
first question is, “ What shall I get?” or “ What 
will be the advantage *’ The very PRIESTS have 
no real concern about their religion. Their objects 
are MERELY MERCENARY ; and they officiate 
at the temples because they cannot get an easier 
or more lucrative situation. The following inci- 
dent will iilustrate this observation. In taking a 
walk one evening, I stopped at atemple. At first, 
the officiating Brahmin seemed unwilling to con- 
verse. At length, however, he laid aside his reserve, 
and we entered into conversation. Pointing to an 
image that stood before me, I asked, “ What is 
that?” He replied, “It is God.” I expressed my 
astonishment that he should have such unworthy no- 
tions of the Deity, as to suppose Him a piece of 
stone ; or that he should be ignorant enough to think 
that image capable of affording him deliverance or 
salvation. “ You know,” I continued, “ that it is 
only stone, and cannot help itself: why do you thus 
dishonour God and deceive the ignorant people 7” 
He rejoined, * Sir, what can I do ? I have no other 
means of getting a living. For my service at this 
temple, I receive of the people of the village various 
articles of food, &c. amounting to about four ru- 
pees a month.” “T perceive,” said 1, “that your 
god is your belly:” he fully assented, observing, 
» Yes; ifyou will give me five rupees a month, I 
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will do as you wish.” Such indeed is the mercenary 
character of the natives, that they confess without 
hesitation, the irresistible power of money over 
them. They unblushingly assert, “We cay do 
any thing for money—nothing without it.” These 
are the words, not of the most abandoned charac. 
ters, but of some of the most respectable among the 
sacred caste ! 
- — 
WHAT IS THE DEVIL? 
(Concluded from p. 296.) 

Agreeably to promise we now consider the Ser 
pent which tempted Eve. When a serpent is spo- 
ken of, the mind at once conceives of a snake, as 
being a party concerned. But we are told, the 
Devil entered a serpent or snake——appeared to 
Eve in the form and guise of a beautiful serpent or 
snake, and charmed her into acquiescence. That 
is, men tell us this. Dr. Clarke, however, supposes 
the animal might have been an ourang outang; 4 
species of monkey! According to this conjectur 
when our Saviour called the Pharisees “ serpents, 
generation of vipers,” we are to understand that 
they were monkeys! So much for learned con- 
jectures. 

What is a Serpent? Ans. If Pharisees are ser 


‘ 


pents, a serpent is a Pharisee. Did a Pharise: 
tempt Eve? Yes. How? In the same manner that 
he tempts you, reader. How is that? We will tell 
you. “Every man is tempted, when he is drawn 
away of his own lust [desire] and enticed.” (James 
i. 14.) A man’s own lust, or desire, is the Serpent. 
A man’s own desire, is born of the flesh. We read, 
“That which is born of the flesh is flesh; that 
which is born of the spirit is spirit.” Therefore, 
the desires of the flesh are in opposition to the spi 
rit. A Pharisee has no enmity to the fsh, the ser- 
pent; and therefore is characterized as a serpe ct. 
But God says, “I will [in the future tense,) put en- 
mity between thee and the woman, and between 
thy seed and her seed.” (Gen. iii. 15.) The woman 
loved the serpent, the flesh, and obeyed its dictates, 
in opposition to the spirit. She “ was drawn away 
of her own lust, and enticed.” 

Reader, this is the very serpent that beguiled 
Eve. He is still beguiling her posterity. But God 
will put enmity between the woman and the serpent, 
and between her seed and his seed. The serpent 
bruises the heel, the enmity bruises the serpent’s 
head. Inthe person of Jesus Christ, the enmity 
shone conspicuous. He had no love for the ser- 
pent. His enmity was such, that he pursued him to 
the death; and we are assured, that through death 
he will destroy him, the serpent, who has the power 
of death, and deliver them who are in bondage. (Set 
Heb. ii.) In bondage towhom? Ans. The serpent 
“For if ye live after the flesh, [the serpent,]} ye shall 
die: but if ye through the Spirit [the enmity) do 
mortify the deeds of the body, [the serpent] ve shall 
live.” (Rom. viii. 15.) The Jews were of this faith, 
this flesh, this serpent, and his desires, their ow? 
lusts they would do. Their heel was bruised asa 
consequence. Alas! for those who want a wors' 
serpent or devil, than this Old Serpent, who be 
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led Eve. Who are contriving plans to kill an-| fall into divers sins? If Christ could not “ be 
other devil, and permit this mischievous Old Ser-| tempted, in all points, like ay we are, and yet with- 


pent to pester and torment them with impunity. 

" The following is a copy of the objections brought 
hy those Who contended for the existence of an- 
r devil, whose existence and operations are in- 
endent of man, and of man’s agency, with the 


tie 

ret auswers to them. 
OBJECTION. 

If Christ was tempted as mankind at large are 
rempted, that is, “enticed by his own lust,” and 
jot tempted by a devil externally and personally, 
shen he coveted and was a sinner. 

ANSWER. 

Paul says, Christ was “tempted in all points, 
like as we are, and yet without sin.” Query—Does 
Paul speak the truth? Ifthe does, must it not be 
conceded that Christ was enticed by the lust of 
his own Dody, the same as other men? And when 
this is conceded, which must be done, or Paul's 
declaration be flatly denied, does it not follow, ef 
necessity, that the declaration that Christ was a 
sinner, if thus tempted, is false? Therefore, the 
ypatier at issue is between those who bring the above 
bjection, and Paul! 

Again. James says, “ Every man is tempted, 
when he is drawn away of his own lust and en- 
riced.” 

OBJECTION. 

A man cannot be “drawn away of his own lust 

and enticed,” without sinning. 
ANSWER. 

James says, “ Then, when lust hath conceived, it 
vringeth forth sin, and sin, when it is finished, 

ringeth forth death.” The lust must go through 
aprocess called conception, before sin is produced ; 
the sin must be finished, not thought of, before it 
can produce death. Thinking is the enticing. The 
mind must conceive a@ purpose, which the man 
receives with approbation, before the sin is finished, 
and becomes a sin, to be amenable to God’s law, 
which inflicts death as a penalty. 

OBJECTION, 

Mankind are tempted from tivo sources—that is, 

the origin of sin in the mind of man ts lico-fold. 
ANSWER. 

This is a modern discovery—James knew of but 
only one source of temptation, or one origin of sin, 
inthe mind of man: Namely—* his own lust ;” for 
James says, “ Every man is tempted, when he is 
drawn away of his own lust and enticed.” 

We offer the above premises and their conclu- 
sions not only to those present, but to the torld, 
iid pledge ourselves to maintain and defend them, 
against all arguments that may be brought to con- 
fute them. 

The objection, that Christ could not be tempted 
without becoming a sinner, is answered by Peter, 
2d Epistle, ii. 9. “The Lord knoweth how [whe- 
ther you know or not,] to deliver the godly out of 
temptations.” Jamesi.2. says, “ My brethren, count 
it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations ; 
knowing, that the trying of your faith worketh pa- 


out sin,” this construction would be inevitable. 


Reader, beware how you lore the serpent that 
Eve loved. Keep this devil under, and you will do 
well. Fare thee well. 

Note. James ii. 19, was introduced. “Thou be- 
lievest there is one God, thou doest well; the de- 
vils also believe and tremble.” As if James had 
said, Thou believest there is one God, so far you 
are right, but whatof this? Even demons, men out 
of their wits, ingane and beside themselves, believe 
this. 

— . 
‘rom the ( Bost.) Universalist Magazine. 

A WONDERFUL REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 
One of the most wonderful revivals of religion, 
of which we have an account, either in ancient or 
modern times, we find narrated in the 3d chapter ot 
Daniel. 

It is true that men of small power, with little 
minds, and limited means, and with motives con- 
sistent with desires the most contemptible, have 
even in our day, been able to creep into houses, 
and, as the apostle says, “lead away silly women” 
after them, whose husbands have, in some instances, 
been found to be as silly as they ; and collecting afew 
to meet and spend nearly whole nights in making 
a noise, and neglecting their children, and living 
upon their neighbours, have been able to make out 
something of a report of what they have called a 
“ Revival of Religion.” But the account given in 
the 3d of Daniel is of a far superior character. Ne- 
buchadnezzar, king of Babylon, one of the most 
powerful monarchs on earth, was wonderfully 
wrought upon; and he formed the resolution of 
becoming, in more than ordinary degree, religious. 
To do this, in a style which became his royal dig- 
nity, it was necessary to give the subject an air of 
splendour, which should not fail to render it popu- 
lar. At an immense expense, therefore, he made 
an image of gold, not less than ninety feet in 
height, nor less than nine in diameter. This lofty 
idol was raised on the plain of Dura, in order to 
aecommodate the multitude who were to become 
its worshippers. That the populace might the 
more easily be induced to pay their homage to 
this idol of gold, all the great men in the nation 
were first enlisted in favour of the king’s purposes. 
To this end the king sent to gather the princes, the 
governors, and the captains, the judges, the treasur- 
ers, the counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers 
of the provinces, to assist at the splendid solemni- 
ties of the dedication of his idol. They all arrive, 
from their different countries and provinces, and 
appear before the image. A herald. now cries the 
order of his majesty, which informed the vast as- 
sembly of different nations and languages, that when 
they should hear the sound of the cornet, flute, 
harp, sacbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of 
music, they should then prostrate themselves and 
worship the golden image. 

What a solemn sight this must have been! Who 
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it was truly sincere we may be fully certified by 
duly regarding the awful sanction by which the 
worship was enjomed, There was a furnace pre- 
pared and kept hot, ready to consume the impious 
wretch who should not fall down and worship this 
wonderful idol. Without this furnace the whole 
scheme would have been a mere farce, or solemn 
mockery; but the terrors of the furnace, the sight of 
its vivid flames, enkindled in the hearts of the peo- 
ple the genuine enthusiasm of sincere devotion. 
So effectual were the means which were used for 
the promotion of religion in these times, and on this 
occasion, that we have an account of only three 
unyielding hearts, who did not experience its effi- 
eacy and power, 

Perhaps some may doubt the genuineness of this 
religion, and of this wonderful revival ; but be that 
as it may, there never was, in ancient times, a more 
perfect representation of modern orthodoxy. The 
king’s idol was of gold, that was the best metal he 
could obtain. Orthodoxy presents us a god of the 
very finest materials that clerical wisdom, and cler- 
ical chemistry can produce. Nebuchadnezzar bad 
a furnace kept hot to render devotion fervent and 
sincere. Our clergy would have one if they had 
the power which the king had. But notwithstand- 
ing their weakness, they have done better than one 
would have calculated ; they have imagined a fiery 
furnace in the invisible world, which they contend 
their god keeps hot, always ready to receive such as 
refuse to worship him in this world. This, besure, 
does not succeed so well as Nebuchadnezzar’s 
scheme did; but it comes as near perfection as their 
limited power can approximate. Nebuchadnezzar, 
our clergy, and all the world bear testimony that 
neither the old idol on the plain of Dura, or the 
modern moloch, has the least merit in himself, or 
that any person of common sense would ever have 
worshipped them, if it had not been for the fur- 
nices which have been the terror of both ancient 
and modern worshippers. And this will appear 
evident, if we recollect that the three, who did not 
worship the golden image, were not terrified at the 
furnance. And this is the case with many in our 
day. They have no fear of the furnace, which the 
clergy threaten them with, and therefore they will 
not worship their idol; they pay no adoration to 
any god, but to him alone whose attributes are 
free from revenge, and who is too good to need a 
system of terror to compel people to adore him. 

—<p>— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—As 1 have for some time heard much 
debating on the subject of religion; and as it ap- 
pears to me there is not that importance attached 
to the character of Christ, which is given to it in 
the Scriptures ; and reading that Paul counted all 
things as loss for the excellency of the knowledge 
of Christ : and believing that Christ is the way, and 
the only way of salvation; [ have made free to 
send vou the following, as my sentiments on that 
subject; and to request you to point out in what 
part you differ from me, or what portion you con- 


sider as erroneous. 





“ Prove ali things, hold fast that which is good rp 
is the advice of “ Paul the servant of Christ.” Res 
son teaches us, that the sayings of God must jp 
true. We are commanded by Christ when we pray, 
to say, “ Our Father which art in heaven.” Chyiy 
again speaks of himself and says, “ No man har) 
ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from 
heaven, even the Son of man which is in heavey,.” 
You will observe, that Christ while on earth, hers 
speaks of himself as being in heaven, consequently 
he declares himself to be the Father.  Agaip. 
Christ says, “ Land my Father are one,” not two, 
or three. The declaration is positive, that Chris: 
is the Creator of all things. The humanity, or hy. 
man body, he veiled his glories in, that he migh; 
manifest himself to the world he made ; and dwell. 
ing in that body, he was Immanuel or God vith us 
and that body or blood being a part of the human 
family, he being the Creator, and consequently Fy. 
ther of all, mankind are, wonderful to relate, his 
brethren; he the head, they the other members. 
And he the head rendered perfect obedience to his 
law, in their stead and for them, that his righteous. 
ness might be theirs, and he as the “ head of every 
man,” died for every man, and “ destroyed death 
and him that had the power of death,” and ros: 
from the dead, which resurrection was the destiy 
tion of death ; for he “ led captivity captive,” or led 
death, the gaoler, who uutil that time kept mankind 
prisoners in the grave, a captive. And mankind, 
agreeably to the declaration of Paul, have “ risen 
with him,” a spiritual resurrection to eternal lite \ 
the Son of God, “ whois the same to-day, yesterd,y. 
and for eves.” This can be proved expressly from 
the Scriptures, beyond the possibility of refutat: 

“ Herein is love, not that we love him, but that by 
first loved us.” Unto the one only true and living 
God, the eternal Father, who clothed himseli in our 
flesh, and reconciled us to himself by his body, 
our elder brother, on the cross, and who will, in his 
own good time, purify us by the operation of bis 
holy Spirit, and write his law upon our heart, be 
ascribed all the honour and glory, dominion, an‘ 
power, forever. Amen. 

In the words of Paul, we are determined to 
“know nothing but Jesus Christ and him crucified.” 
Any other name or way of salvation, dignify it with 
what appellation you please, whether election, good 
works, baptism, keeping the law, or any other name 
or way, Which human ingenuity, fear, or pride, may 
invent, we shall consider as mere rubbish !“ A man 
is a Christian in proportion as he trusts in Christ 
alone for salvation,” to the exclusion of every thing 
else which can possibly be imagined or named un- 
der heaven. 

Your compliance with the above request will 
oblige ASPASIO. 

REPLY. 

Our correspondent, Aspasio, wishes us “ to point 
out in what part we differ from him, or what por- 
tion we consider erroneous,” &c. It is presumed 
that at no time since the commencement of tlie 
Christian era, has a greater diveisity of opinion eX 
isted relative to Christ. Indeed, it may be asse!' 
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ed, that the opinions of the different religious sects, | mity to God’s original purpose, and not in the relae boll , 
y Christ, are the inost prominent features of their | tion of a contingency to produce a different result Mg 

. Creeds, Confessions of Faith, &c. For, as Christ] than was first intended, or which was endangered, ry 






is the express image of God, no consistent views of | or made liable to frustration, by the happening of 
(od can be cherished by any religious sect, when | any possible event. That is, all subsequent relations, 
God is considered abstractly, and not in this divine} are in accordance with God’s eternal unchange- 
lation. Therefore, some contend there is no other] able purpose. Whether we consider Christ the 
God than Christ. This sentiment was fully ex- | Mediator, or man the recipient, or the causes which 

















pressed by the celebrated Dr. Watts, as follows— produced the existing relation of things and princi- . 
—* God the mizhty Maker died, ples. If it be possible we will be more explicit. 
For man, the creature's sins.” God's law, spiritual and ceremonial; the order of . 
Orhers contend that God dwelt in Christ; that] all events, comprising the nature and consequences i ; 
., His Spirit, without measure, producing an unity ofthe events; the formation of man, the state of e 
fcouceprion and action, and that Jesus Christ is] vanity to which man is subjected; the Mediator’s } 
the Sonof God. And there are yet others, who as- | office and work; the chastisements of God; the , a 
ot that Jesus Christ was the legitimate son of Jo-| effect of chastisement, to improve the understand- + a 
«ph and Mary. It would, perhaps, be difficult to] ing of the chastised ; with all possible subsistences, oe 
.jipeate, in an acceptable manner, the various and | whether of principles or things; are in conformity | % ; 
uuiar features of the prevailing Creeds of the | to God’s character and purposes, and all with LOVE. 4 aa 
iv. We shall therefore, for the present, confine | Love formed man. Love chastises man. Love re- yy 
ourselves to the task of expressing our understand- | deems man. Therefore, the Mediator, Jesus Christ, Fs 7) 
wy of the character of Christ, comprising his] came to subserve the purposes of eternal love, the , Ve 
3 a’ 





beng &e. in the relation of existences ac-| Author of all, and not to make love of hatred, or to 
cording to our conceptions. We use this mode of} change the being, character, or purpose of God. 
expression, being every day strengthened in our | “GOD IS LOVE.” Every sentiment in opposition 
onviction, that all profitable and correct ideas of | to this momentous truth, is a cloud which intercepts 
Theology, must have a reference to all subsisting | the light of truth, and darkens the understanding. 
relations. For instance, it would be unprofitable to] Is God wrathful and angry? Then he was al- 
reason of God, as of a Being having no relation | ways so, and will ever remain so. Then wrath and 
whatever ; because God, however independent he | anger created man, preserves man, redeems man, 
may be, considered abstractly, is now essentially | and ensures his happiness. What are passions, i) 
connected of His own will and purpose, in all the | but ebullitions of the moment? Man has passions. , 
relations which exist in conformity to His will and | Man is operated upon, as the elements of which he 
purpose. Is Christ the Son of God? Then we | is composed, are susceptible of impression from a va- 
must consider God in the relation of Father. Is] riety of causes. But God is a cause. Effects cannot 
God the Father? Then we must consider Christ in | operate on a cause. O, that men understood this! 
the relation of Son. Is man, in the aggregate, the | that they would consider that “GOD IS LOVE.” he 
offspring of God ? Then we must consider God in | That love is always love; and hatred, its opposite, ‘7 
the relation of Author, Creator, Producer, or Cause. | always hatred. We adopt the language of Paul, ! 
For man is authorized, created, produced, or|and say, “ therefore hath he [in the present tense] 
caused. God, therefore, must be considered in re- | inercy on whom he will, and whom he will he har- 
lation to Jesus Christ, His Son, and to man, His off- | deneth. Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth 
spring. Jesus Christ must be considered in relation | he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will % wi 
to God, the Father, and to man, being a partaker of | Nay, but, O man, who art thou that answereth 
his blood ; and, in reference to his office and work, | against God?” We repeat, that “Gop 1s Love.” ry 
is Mediator between God and man. And man] You can find no cause to answer against God. You a 
must be considered, in the relation to Christ, the] cannot resist his will. If you understand his will, ia 
Mediator, and to God, the Creator. God, also, | you will not be disposed to fear or doubt. You will i 
must be considered in all references to the relations | say, “ Father, thy will be done.” 
which exist. Christ must also be so considered ; When we speak of the being of Christ, we mean ¢ 
and man likewise. God as Author. Christ com- | the relation of his existence with the Author, the * ii 
municator. Man the receiver. God’s relation is} Cause. For all being is existence of some kind. 
descending. Christ’s ascending and descending ;] What ts God? Ans. “ Love.” What is God ? mh 
ind man’s ascending, through the Mediator, unto| Ans. “2 Spirit.” What is God? Ans. “ A rae 
intunion with God’s perfections, to complete his | consuming Fire.” Love—Spirit—Fire—ase three ” 
liappiness ; which, man’s happiness, is the end and | modes of expression, or names, by which we con- cra 
aim of all subsisting relatiogs, which are com-| ceive of God’s existence. Of Love, we are told >» ao 
patible with the most superlative glory of God. that “ it is stronger than death.” Of Spirit, that it : j 
It would require a volume to treat the subject, as|“ is immortal, and dwelleth in light inaccessible,” “a 
we have stated the relations which subsist, between | for it is Gud. Of Fire, that it “ will purify.” The y 
God and man, through the Mediator, and the rela- | Son isthe“ express image of” this, God’shypostasis, : 
tions of the Mediator. Suffice it, therefore, to say, | or substance, but not the hypostasis or substance. 
that the Mediator must be always, and every way | The relation subsisting is the same as the image is to 
sonsidered in the relation of Mediator, in cgnfer- {the original. In this sense, Christ says. “ I and mv 
6 
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Father are one.” For his image is of the Father, 
fad of no other being or existence in creation. 
Whot as the orginal, the Father? Aus. Lore- 
Spirt— Fire. ‘The Son is the express mage 
Love—Spirit— Fire. An “ express image” is a 
likeness of the person or thing it as the image ol. 
The least dissimilarity in essentials, lessens or de- 


’ 


ol 


strovs the exrpre ssion. 

First. Consider Christ’s love. The evidence he 
gave of his love was the stiongest, the greatest we 
can conceive. Tle died tor his enemies ; and ex- 
pied invoking blessings on their heads. Second. 
Consider Christ’s Spirit. The Spirit was given to 
him without measure. Hlow was it manitested + 
Let Christ speak—Luke wv. 18, 19. “ The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me, beeause he hath anomted me 
to preach the gospe ] to the poor, he hath sent me to 
heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to 
the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to 
set at liberty them that are bruised. To preach the 
acceptable year of the Lord.” Thad. Consider 
Christ’s Fire. lt was spoken of him by the prophet, 
that “he is like a refiner’s fire.” There ex- 
ists then, the most intimate possible relation. An 
“express unage.” What is this image called? Ans. 
The “ Son of God.” The “ only begotten.” Jesus 
Christ is the only express image of God. No other 
This, then, is the being of Christ. 
That is, every thing by 


is begotten. 

The character of Christ. 
which he is characterized. Well, he is the “ ex- 
press image” of the Father's substance. The Fa- 
ther is considered as the Cause. Christ is the 
image of the Cause. Read his love, meekness, gen- 
tleness, forbearance, longsuflering, mercy, and truth. 
It cannot be written. The mind can better con- 
ceive it." Words are not the image of Christ. We 
must possess his spirit, feel the fire of his love, be- 
fore we can conceive Of its intenseness, its glory, its 
goodness. 

Thus far, we have considered God and Christ, in 
their relation. We will now consider Christ in re- 
lation to man, as Mediator, and always the express 
image of the Father. Is the Father wrath? So is 
the Son. [s the Father angry ? The Son is also in- 
censed. Is the Father unpropitious; does he re- 
quire a sacrifice to appease his vengeance? The 
Son requires the same. He came to do the Father’s 
will. They are one in purpose—one in feeling—of 
one Spirit—and that is LOVE. Would to heaven 
that mankind would be consistent sometimes, and 
acknowledge, that the vicar of the sacrifice is not 
the express image of the wrathful judge.* The 
“ wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
unrighteousness of men,” &c. The Son has the 
same wrath, Every man who is led by the spirit, 
has the same wrath. The enmity to the Serpent, 
sin, will become universal. Christ was bora of a 
woman. Paul says, “ It behooved him to be made 
like unto his brethren.” (Heb. ii. 17.) Also “ He is 
not ashamed to call them brethren.” (ii. 11.) Bur, 
how great his pre-eminence over his brethren! He 
is the “ express image of God.” He “ is the image 
of the invisible God, the first-born of every crea- 
ture. He is the head of the body, the church ; who 
is the beginning, the first-born from the dead ; that 
in aH he might have the pre-eminence.” There is 
no man in his senses, who will pretend that the man 
Christ Jesus was born before Cain, and Abel, and 
Seth. Ov, that any pre-eminence can be awarded 
to any one on account of primogeniture in this sense. 
Christ's pre-eminence, as the first-born, consists in 
the manner of the birth, as well as the order of it. 
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Some represent the Son to be all love and mercy, and 
the Father all wrath and venreance. There is no image nor 
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The Father has constituted him the “ Resurrs, 
tion and the life.” Paul, (1 Cor. xv.) predicar 
every thing relative to man’s salvation, upon wy 
fact of Christ’s resurrection from the dead. Wy, 
the same. We contend that the relation which ey 
ists between God and Christ, Christ the Mediato; 
and man, ensures the resurrection of man to |i{» 
and unmortality. Therefore, “we preach Christ 
crucified.” But this is toolishness to some, and to 
others a stumbling block. When we learn the rely. 
tion of the Mediator to man, man to the Mediator 
and all to God, and God to all, we rejoice in the 
harmony of God’s purposes, and admire the wisdom 
of ther accomplishment. Destroy this relation, 
and the temple is no longer fitly framed together. 
The mind wanders amidst disjointed and broken 
parts, void of all symmetry, and destitute of all re. 
lation. 

Truth is simple to him that understandeth. Bur, 
simple as it is, the blind eyes cannot see it. This 
relation which we have considered, as subsisting ip 
an intimate union between God and Christ, nus 
be perfected in God’s own time, and in harmony 
with all his purposes. Christ has ilustrated this 
relation ina clear and emphatic manner, in Joby 
xvii. 20, 21. “ Neither pray I for these alone, but fo 
them also which shall believe on me through their 
word; that they all may be one, as thou, Father, 
art in me, and I in thee; that they also may be one 
in us: that the world may believe that thou hast 
sent me.” We rejoice, that Christ, as Mediator, 
will reconcile all unto God. Draw all, by the Spi- 
rit of God, into a divine union, according to the 
relation of man, as the offspring, and of God, as the 
great Father of man. When man shall be one in 
God and Christ as God is in Christ. When LOVE 
shall be universal, reigning in every heart, and be 
the governing principle in all created intelligences. 
This is the consummation to which we look, We 
adore the great Jehovah as the Author of all good. 
Ask of him, agreeably to his will, all good, in 
the name of Jesus the Mediator of the new cove- 
nant. And, in faith, anticipate the glorious era, 
when all shall be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption, into the glorious liberty of the children 


of God. 


IF The Basement Story of the Church, erected by the 
Second Society of United Christian Friends, on the corn¢ 
of Prince and Orange-streets, will be opened for w orship of 
“the God of the whole earth,” every Sabbath ; at half-past 
ten in the morning, halt-past two in the afternoon, and at 
half-past six o'clock in the evening. Alse, every Thursday 
evening, at seven o'clock, when it is expected our Brother 
Mitchell will officiate. 

—— 
fF" Distant Subscribers who are in arrears for the Gos- 
pel Herald, are informed, that they can forward the sums 
due, per mail, directed to James Hall, Treasurer, No. 44 
Pearl-street, New-York, without paying the postage. No 
objection can now remain to this mode of conveyance, oa 
account of the expense. 

ee 
.”, Weare requested to mention, that our Br. King ts 
expected to preach at Rahway (N. J.) on Tuesday evening 
next, weather permitting, &c. 

i 

PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 
Subject—Gen. 1. 7. 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Estab- 
lishment of Gospel Truth,” will meet at Tolerton’s 
Academy, 63 Chrystie-street, on Tcrspay Even- 
ing next, at half past 6 o’clock. 
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